Plaine a 
A ÞD! SCO URSE 


CONCERNING 
THE AC COMMODATION, 


The Armic, 
The Aſlociation, 


Ro———_— CC en ns. — — 


S; pops lus vult deci Ph, Oo. 


i. ——_—— 


r—__ 


"J Js "FILME "I 
EZ } Re r= OT P 


Printed (unlefſe men be the more carefull, and 
God the more mercifull )-che laſt 


TG; 1643. 


Plaine 


peace, let him ſuffer under the Yanger and confuſion of a 
Civill winter warre ; Hethat would ſeek or accept peace 
vpon unſafe; and unworthy termes, lethim haveit; I can 
wiſh him no greater miſchiefe. 

I is a mutuall complaint in the world , that ſome areal 
a 16 wholly tor warre;; I am for neither, and yet for both; 
F alwayes loved peace well, but better now then ever : upon a juſt cauſe 
and calling I can ſcornethe danger of warre, . but the fin and confuſion of 
an- Army T hate; I love peace ſo well, that T can endure warre to ac- 
compliſh it ; and I think I love it better, I am fare I love a better peace 
then they that can abide the thought of nothiug elſe,though they enjoy no< 
thing lefſe; they would have a truce, I love a _ 

I love peace as my hcalth, warrel cannot fay I love, but uſe it as Phyſick:- 
were not health very ſweet, pills would bee very bitter, there is no ſuch 
pleaſure in blood letting, I look to peace as my end , I look upon warre 
as the unhappy, yet.nat alwayes,yet not now the unjuſt meancs to procure 
it ; I cannot. be 16the opinion of them who think happineſſe: inconſiſtent 
with warre, and inſepirablefromi p:ace ; where God isthere is happinefle, 
he is the Lord of Hol}s, tbe Gad of peace.. _. 


bours and friends waſtcd, and.che faundatan. af oux, own.ruine laid. , This 
warre $I were Ou age may bathe fon} _ IE ve; 20 dard un- 
dertake-ro make good one, the*Godof heavett make'gaodthe other. 

It was peace with our ſpirituall enemies, with our finnes, with our ſuper- 
ftizious Idolatries, Sabbath eakings » ir was peace with our outward both 
Forraigneandinteftine cnefnics, Spare and its faction, that we may both in 
a religious andxeafonable way-cenehude, have brought us to this paſſe, God- 
may juſtly ler thoſe counkels that have wrought: our neighbours miſery 
workourown. &. Sth HEY 

And here let me take leave in this freedome of ſpeaking to give an ac- 
count of my thoughts concerning the hinges upon which ,thele troubles. 

now. 
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how mdve: Becaufe I find many at a ſtand,adiring how wee are cometo 
this heigth of calamiry : Wee looke upon the hand that moves, and heare 
the hammerthar ſtrikes, and tells us we are at the Evening of our unſound 
peace , and that we are in danger to paſſe a midnight before wee ſhall ſee a 
better and clearer morning of truth and peace ariſe upon us ſpringing from 
on high. Bur'there are very few that looke upon the wheeles and ſprings 
the weights and lines, which moyeand a& the things we ſee and heaxe. 

For my part I am very farre from a Stateſman, my yeeres will not allow 
me experience,tmy parts inſight, my calling leiſure,nor my acquainrance in= 
telligence, all which are necef{ary thereto. But | never yet ſhut my eyes to 
light, nor ny earesto Truth, I have not been indilligent in obſerving and 
comparitg the ations and proceedings of men, I have defired as a man to 
know,as another man to know ncws,as a Chriſtian man toknow and con» 
fider the preſent and probable Rateof the Church of God, and the account 
I havegiven my ſelfe isthis. | 

I looke upon a grand defigneof the Jeſuites and their faction asthe great 
wheele moving toand in this bufineſſe, Hee that knowes any thing of the 
Chriftian world muſt know ſomething of the Ancichriſtian,g in that of the 
maſters of the faction the Jecſuites, which are a Compend:am: of the Romiſh 
Religion, in which and in whom, beſides Idolatry and ſuperſicion,are met 
pride, ſubtilty, and cruelty, It hath been not unjuſtly ſuſpeRed that there 
hach been a d ſigne of theſe maſters of Religion,or rather rebellion,to which 
they have been moved by the weights of intollerable pride and miſguided 
Zeale, to reduce asmuch of the world as they can comprehend in cheir yaſt 
thoughts tothe Moparchy of Spaine and the Supremacie of Rome. And to 
this purpoſe they have bin indcfatigablein rheir endeyours inall Countries 
andof all kindes. It concernes not this prefent bufineſle much for me to 
obſcrve what they have atrempred , and how farrethey haye prevailed in 
other Countries ; Thoygh ic deſerves our notice to confider how farre they 
have proceeded in Germany ; what ſceds they have ſowne in Frence andin 
Holland it ſclfe, notwithſtanding its profeſſed deteftation of them and vigi- 
lancic 2gainſt them ; even ſuch as we may juſtly ſuſpet may grow up the 
next Spring ard fer all Chriſtendome in a confuſion, and make the world a 
fic ſhop for theſe ſonnes of p:rdicion to worke in. _ 

But letus a litche more fully view their proceedings toward us, where at 
firſt we diſcerne an'carneſt and nor rondleſſ defire of reducing us among 
the firſt, as knowing Eglard would be a rich Diamond in a Crowne or 
Mitre,and as advantagious totheir honour,power and riches, as any other. 
The ſ:verall artempts in thetime of our glorious Q, Elizabeth are ſufficient 
atteftations of this deſigne and deſire ; They faw it unpofſibleto worke 
upon herin regard of her ayerfeneſſeto their nation andreligion,they began 
| A 2 t@ 


to Work againſt her both , her mY”. and her Kihgdome; He that knowes 
any thing, knowes andacknowledges the many deliverances God vouck= 
ated her.and this Kingdome in her,froma continued ſucceſſion of treaſons 
and Afaffinations ; Their ſeyerall machinations againſt her kingdome,eſpe- 
cially that grand oneof 88. are equally knowne,and when they ſawirun= 
hkely to prevaile here;they endevour ro weaken and vex her withrebellions 
in Ireland; an old Play newaRed. After this Sun was ſet, they hoped for a 
ſucceſſion of thicke darkneſle by interrupting the lawfull ſuccefſion of one 
whom they could not ſo well be aflured of, though ſome ſay they attemp= 
ted him,and prevail'd farre enough: Thatcould not be done;they, are put to 
an after-game,which they play firſt deſperately,inthe Powder-treaſon,then 
cubtilly, as may hereafter appeare. They beganto be weary of violent ate 
remprs, and diſcerned a nature in His Majelty which they could make a 
pood adyantage of, peaceable and fearcfull, willing quietly to enjoy that 
addition of power and revenue he had attained. They let him be quiet, pro- 
videdthat he would quietly. ſee and ſuffer che Proteſtant Churches. of Gey- 
»anytobe ſpoiled-and waſted, which I amſorry toſay he did, through the 
difadvantageof his nature and Counſels, though he was a man in point of 
judgement right againſt Popery. But they could eafily allow him that, ler 
him diſpute andplay at Ticktack with Belarmine at his leiſure, provided 
they: could deſtroy the Palatinate, a! d get more another way, It was 
doubrlefſe ſuggeſted ro biman atremy tro be abſolute, that by catching at 
more, he abs. —_— all;its like he might wel enough digeſt thethoughr 
but not the meanes ſo full ofdanger and hazard:therefore lefc that work for 
othiers of more forwardneſle, and lefle fore- fight. The plot and circum- 
ances of the Spaniſh Match , ſome of which are printed, ſhew how farre 
they had prevailed, and what hopes they had. To come to his now Ma. 
je(t1cs raigne, of which ] ſhall ſpeake as tenderly and astruly as I can. The 
fame defigne hath fill beene doubtlefle driven ; Its true, in a Match wee 
chang'd Spaine for France, C alum non animnmn, 35 it falls our. The two great. 
works they have endeyoured haye beene upon our Religion and our Liber= 
ties, to blind our eyes by ſuperſtition and ignorance, to bind our hands b 
oppreſſion and flavery,that they mightlead usor carry us any whither. The 
firit they looked at as the end,the ſecond as the meanes : In all places a tem- 
porail tyranny 15.4 great ftepro Ecclehaſt icall;and eſpecially in our King- 
dome;whereour Religion is fenced in wita politive Law, they muſt breake- 
chis hedge beforethey, canſpoile the Vineyard-; but hee that breakes this 
hedgea-Serpent ſhall bitehim. And truly they had made a miſchievous 
progrefie, they had gotten inftruments for their turne in Church and State. 
three ar foure efſpecially,who indeed moyed all ; One in Church of a right. 
Antichriſtian ſpirit, infufferadly inſolent, more crucl|then ſubcill,through 
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the violence of his paſſion, a man delighting in the blood of ſouls; In the 
State rwo or three,oneof ſtrong parB,and a fpirit fit for a great Turk ; an- 
other or two miſchieyouſly ſubrill,and of a thorough Spaniſh dye. They 
had obſerved all the rules that the Jeſuite gives for reducing a Proteſtant 
State, a$1n a Sermon preached this late 5 of November is more exactly 
ceclared, They had procured the diſcontinuance of Parliaments and made 
themſelves and their inftruments uncapable of account, but to one whom 
they had fo farre ſeduced as to like it well enough. They had brovghtus a 
oreat way ina ſtill march,and had drawen us further, had not the Condu- 
Rours miſtook their way,and led us too farre Northward, which hath ſet 
them ſome years backward, if not ſpoyl'd the plot. Herethey kindled a 
fire which they knew not how to wax þ and ſo they reſolved to encreaſe 
it,though they burnt their fingers. When they ſaw it impoſſible roavoid a 
Parliament,they thought to delude it ; this was the attempr upon the firſt 
Parliament, when that could nor be done,they diflolved it.and went about 
to deludethe people with a promiſe to right grievances our of Parliamenr 
asmuchasin it; which how well kept Fer any man call up his two yeares 
memory;that promiſe was not a promiſe, but a propheſie of more ſuch pro- 
miſcs; which prophecy hath been fulfilled though the promiſes have not. 
It would not yet doe, Mens eyes were opened, the firing of their tongues 
toofed, another Parliament muſt be cal'd,even that which becauſe it cannot 
be recal'd,mult be mifccal'd, becauſeit would not(at leaſt for a time)be de- 
luded,it mult be deſtroyed ; andthus am I led to the preſent condition : 
Whar need we look for any other ground of the ſeverall artempts againſt 
this Parliament,then that diſpofition & thoſe Counſels which diſcontinued 
them,which are ſill as ffrong,and more deſperate then ever, becauſe of the 
new quarrels that are fallen in; Iknow there have been many parcicular 
occaſions,at leaſt taken,of breaches, and diſcontents, bur yet the quarrell is: 
not again!t this, bur all Parliaments, unleſſe they cculd ger one new moul- 
ded that ſhould be a Conciliabulumrather then a Conciliums 
Burt] muſt be cal'd ro account for this Diſcoule : it may be thought jm- 
poſsible, that we ſhould be ſo b: ſottedas to drive a Spaniſh deſigne, and ro 
fight for them inExgland,who fight againſt us in /relard; Its erue it were a 
wonder weſhould doe this,ifit werea wonder,we ſhou'd do any thing '©- 
undoe our felye; It hath deen our difpoſition a good while,citherto do no - 
thing,or any thing,excepting alwayes ſome pertons who are vigilant and 
earneſt to 61ſ[appoint theſe miſcheifes, we have made ſeverallexpeditions 
to ſerverhem;Oneto Czles to ſhew them where they were weakelt, and 
ivethem notice,that no body e'ſe ſhoold rake it; Another to Ree to weak- 
en ourſelves; A third to Rechel,to fecthe Town ſafely delivered up: Aforith . 
and fifth to Scetlard,to makethern our yoke. fellows ; and why not now 1 . 
$3rh moredirectly againſt our ſelyes, A3 But. 
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But its further objeRed, it cativot be belceyed this ſhould be either his 
Majeſties intention toinſlave his Kingdom, or the intention of theſe Lords 
and Gentlemen that are with him to deſpoile thernſclves of their Reli gion 
and Liberties, I returnethis : They may doc the worke they intend not, 
and as wiſe as they take themſelves,may be over-ated in their owndeſigns. 
I cannot, I dare not ſay,that they doe agree 1n the ſerving thi» Jeſuiricall de- 
figne,they have many ends different fromthis & one another. Butthus ficft; 
I heartily doubt,itis thedeſigne of many,lome beyond ſea, ſome in England, 
who have it may bee 2 double yoyce inthe managing this bulineſle : The 
Papiſts had neyer bin ſo full and forward in their contributions both of 
purſe and perfon,were not there tothem by chermſelvs, and ic may be by 0- 
thers,propeunded great enjoyments.2 All that joyn in this antparliamen« 
raty war though they doeic nor formally, yet by conſequent they ſerve this 
dehgneof{lavery 8& ſuperſtition by endeayouring the overthrow'of the Pare 
liament, cither.in ic ſelfor priviledges, which mult preſerve both liberty and 
_— They fay they meane but the reducing it, why that is to break it in 
its freedoms, and they cannor ſtop there, becaule they carry with themmen, 
that asthey hate to be ruled by a Parliamenc,fo they love not to be ruled by 
any body, and when they are running down hill,eſpecially Deſcenſu A- 
verni,who can flopthem,not hethat fer them on? So that jn the prevailing 
of the now raiſed force, the ruineofthis,and indeed all Parliaments may be 
eaſily difcerned,unlefſe ſuch an one as may lawfully rutneus: inthe ruining 
Parliaments, who ſees not the ruine of Religion, Law, Liberty, and this 
Kingdom +, nay which is more, the extreme danger, if not deſirucion of 
the Proteſtant Religion through Chriſtendome, 

If men have other intentions in this their expedition,asthey do not juſt i. 
fiechem though they were better then they are, ſo neither doe they availe 
us, they fight not to ſerve Spain or Rome but themſelves. But in meane time 
they are ſerved, and themſelves it may be,diſappointed. The maſters of this 
miſchief have a way to improve other mens principles and practiſes to their 
owne ends,they fee a Parhamenc is not for their turn,they muſt have a war, 
its a hard matter to find ſo many men of one mind, asto agree to make an 
Army forthe fame quarrell with the ſamecnd, therfore ſay they, letus ob- 
ferve their principles, and. make them belceve chey dotheir own work. 

Is there a man that hath mich to loſe,& i» chrough cuilr afraid of ir, let him 
be poſleſt there is no way to keepir but by Rrong hand is he revengetull,ler 
him often hear of injuries reall or pretended;is he proud, let him be promiſed 
an unlimited abſolnce government,let himberold how unworthyitis,a great 
man to have fo many joind with him in the poinc next ſfupremacy,nay ſupre» 
macy ir ſelf, The legiſlative power. Is there any that have endevourd the be= 
rraying their Country,che building their ambirious projets upon theruines 


of 


of ourſafery and liberty, tthem of 7 eff chere is no mercy in a Parlia. 
ment , their eſtates if not perſons nuift fatisfie for their faults ? Arethere 
a people as there are too many whoſe luſt is their life , that feare the pows- 
er of Religion and ftridt diſcipline, they mult bee poſſeſſed that there is an 
endeyour of introducing a rigid Presbytery, an fabſurd independence ? 
Are there ſome who know not their own rights nor the ſtate of our govern. 
ment, letthem bepoſſeſt with che Majeſty , nay with theDeitie off King, 
what a horrid thing it is to oppoſe an uhlawfull command though to ſave a 
Kingdome. Are there an.ignorant people that wil be deluded with promiſes 
and pretences, ler the hopes of pillage be propounded to them? Is there any 
thing men love, that the Parliament will take away, is there any thing they 
feaxe,that they will do. Thus doe the contrivers of this miſchiefe make uſe of 
every mans weaknefſe or prejudice,and either propound to them or Jetthem 
propound to themſclyes,ends according to their ſeyeralltewpers, and lead 
them on wichhope of their ownends, to further theirs. In ſumme,the mar- 
ter ſeems to bethis,Popery muſt grow up amongſt us,tilTit have overgrown 
us; to accowpliſh that, the fence of our vineyard,our laws & liberties muſt 
be plnckt up,and that can hardly bee done fo long as a Parliament continue, 
orat leaſt continue in their power and priviledge;to this purpote let them be 
defamed, diſmembred, let an Army be drawn up to overaw them, if that be 
prevented, let another be raiſcd, under preteice of a guard, to deſtroy them ; 
That this may be,let the Prince fight for his prerogative, tor the maintcnance 
or improvement of his falſl y ſuppoſed violated power, Letthe Lords and 
Gentlemen fight for their lufts, the Divines & Lawyers (if yetthey deſerve 
ſuch names ) for the keeping and getting preferments, the Delinquents for 
their eflates,cheir offices and ſhares in an arbitrary power,the Velchmen for 
the word King and a Common-Prayer-Book,the poor for pillage,the ign0- 
rant they know nor why :in the accompliſhing tele eads they ſhall accom. 
pliſh a work they think not ofthe difiruction of our goverment, anend they 
know not of. the growth of Popery, the wrong and ruine of the Proreſtanc 
Religion-here and 1n our neighbour Nations; the work is dog, we areune 


zothing but the Plaxdite of the Popiſh Jeſuited faRion, 


done, there wants n | 
and the late repentance of the unadviſed fiurtherers of this miſchicfe, 


Now it were a queſtion worth difputing and reſolving what were the 
beſt way topprevenr all this miſery and miſchiefe that is growing nfon us, 
L know. — men hive it in hand, the Lord whois great in counſel), and 
mighty in working dire and protect them, & makethem faichfnll rothem 
from whom they have found faithfulnefſe. But this age wherein every man 
will be ſaying ſomething,] will adventure for a ſhare. It may berhe laſt ſer» 
vice, (if it be a ſervice) that I can doe, | will ſpeak as if it werethe laſt, 


Eirlt there js no man,or atlcaſt no Chriltiantiiar doubts but a ſafe and ho. 
| nourable. 


norable Accommodation betwixt his Majeſty and his Parliament, were to 
be preferd not only tothe danger of a war burthe certainty of a vitory;for 
in the one we ſhould get an interelt in his heart, by the other only in his per. 
ſon,& theeffuſion of innocent blood would beprevented. But the grear dif- 
ficulty is,whether theſe juſt and honorable terms are likeljer ro beprocured 
by fair means or by foule,by treating or fighting. To the reſolving of this ir 
muſt firſt be confidered what is a fafe, & what an honorable accomodation. 

And here it muſt be ſuppoſed thac no government that is ſetled by men,or 
in men can beabſolutely our of the reach of danger and deftruQtion.The go- 
vernments of men are as men are, ſubje&to corruption Asthe Poet of per- 
ſons and vices Fitiis nemo fine--- optinany ille-» - Oui minimis urgetur. So 1 of 
governments nonewithour its wants and in conveniences,that che beft which 
hath leaft ; we muſt never look either by peace or war ſo toſertle our ſelves, 
a5 not to be unſetled, Yet it concernes us toward a {aſe Accommodation to 
labour fo to order things as not to lye open to manifeſt, or juſtly ſuſpeRed 
miſery or miſchiefe, 

Let it therefore be conſidered whether we can beſafe, unleſſe the power 
of the Aiitia be placed in men of knowne truſt and faithfulneſſe to the 
Kingdome. Someare of opinion, it had berter never been medled with ; 
that ir hath occaſioned this trouble, I much doubt it, this buſineſſe was re- 
ſoly'd ſhould be; on that ground or ſome other. That Accommodation 
can onely befſafe rothis Kingdome, which ſhall place the power ef it inthe. 
hands of them that may be groundedly preſum'd willuſe it for the preſer- 
vation of it{cIfe, and conſequently not leave or place it inthe hands of them 
who have,or are likely ro abuſe it,tothedeſtruttion of the Kingdome.Some 
fay let every man fland upon his owne guard,leave it undetermin'd:it was 
alwayes unfic and unſafe, now moſt of all, both in regardof our ſelyes and 
forrazgn nations? We have received the firſt fruits of /reland,fomthing from 
other Nations as a pledge of more in convenient time. We haye a En 
Del:nquent Popiſh party among our ſelves that calls for the ſettlement of 
the power of the Kingdome, fo as to be uſed for its owne ſafety. Reports 
concerning Dexmark have bin accounted ridiculous by them whothought 
they had contrived their bufincfle fo cunningly that it could not be known, 

Ir's true, that work of darknefle hath been ſo clandeſtinely caried as that 
a judiciall proof could nor be produced to fatisfic the world;but beſides the 
ſcornd relation ofthe Shipper at Roterdam, who we yet fee may ſpeak as 
true as a courtier,and the common fame which runnes abroad, I belceve 
there wants not ſome who know the earneſt endeyour ofcalling in forces 
from thence, the way and inftruments of proſecuting that unworthy mo- 
tion, what hath been acted in Holland, may bea ſufficient argument of what 


hath-been attempted other where,all che world knowes how and by whom 


that 
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that worke hath beencarri:d on; kN all the world judge whether the 
power of the Kingdome cught to be put or left in thoſe hands, who have en- 
devoured to raiſe poweragainit i: or to be left undetermind, whenthere are 
a:d have been ſuch determinations againſt us from abro2d, and ſuch bitter 
quarrelsat home among our ſelves, who need after theſe deſperare inſtigati- 
ons no crueller enemiesthen one another, It's erue, chough it be {aid chat ic 
much matters not who hath the command of our crained Bands, who have 
hitherto ſerved forlicrleuſe but co arme the Kings forces againſt the ſeveral! 
Countries and the Parliament, but whac hands the principall forts, armes and 
Amrmunition are,and eſpecially the Navy, is of as much conſequence as the 
fafcty of the Kingdome. 

2 Letir be conſidered, whether wecan bs fofe till the reck of this mentioned 
defigre be brokenof,whereby che fervantsof tyranny and (uperftition inde- 
vour to bring us under; It isveleeved that hty area reftleſſe genecation that 
are alwayescither conceiving miſchicte or bringing forch iniquitie, Our tute- 
relts muſt be untwined fromthe intereſts of Sp2499e and Rome, for fo long 
as my Lo, Cottingrons houſe ands fo neere the Spaniſh Embaſſadors, and 
Briftow is {0 convenient a haibour for Spaixe, we muPl looke for little lafety 
but leſfe Religion, 

Now that this fire may be querched, and not onely raked vp, it will be 
neceflary that the fuell and fuellers beremoved, thatthe inſtruments and mat- 
ter of compaſſir g this defigne be abandond, 

Their. ftruments are conccived ſome particular men, who beſides otter 
characters plaive ecough upon them, may be kaowne by cheir advancing an 
arbitrary Governmeot in the King; and che mancipation of themſelves, to the 
promiſcuous ſervice oftheQueen, who is profeſledly zealous in this point and 
followesche plot by inheritance, T he neck ofthis defigne will ſcarce be bro- 
ken,ti'l the necks ot ſome ofthe principall authorsand aQors be, and thereſt 
diſabled. And co that purpoſe, the Papiſts who are the drycd tuei] of this 
firemu't be bought inco another condition : the dzmnable compoſitions 
throughly damned , the lawes againſt them made up into one good 
law, which in ſorne caſes may deſiroy them, in every thing diſable them. 
This poynt of delinquents, though made a very tender poynt in regard of 
particalar intereſts and relations which make haft ro deftrov the publike, 
15 of exceeding corſequercero our ſafery, Our neighbours though they may 
poſſibly nor doe us the expeed good,teach us this (but that we are retolyed 
to learnenorhing) by their complement in the bufineſſe which hach mzde 
them, Tteare,unable ro help us, and in usthemſelves, and makesthernturne 
the thoughr ot cheirneigkbours welfare into a more dire ſolicitudetor their 
OWne, in regard of her now dangerous and it's like ſhortly deſperate party 


left amongſt them, andleft able ro hurerbem. They flatter themſelves nay 
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their hardy poverty that it will not be worth the while to attempt thers, 
that is ſure be a poore refuge, wrath is outragious, and anger is cruell, 
but whocan tand before envic and revenge ? Let them be affured, that if 
we be overborne with this feared miſchicfe,and that party whom they know 
to have been the inſtruments of their trouble as well as ours preyaile, they 
will find the malignity of ourNation to haye a firange influence into theirs 
tothe doubling of their enemies among themſelves and fromus, to whom 
eſpecially ſome among us they owe a great deale toward their preſent ſafery, 
they muſt expeR fewer friends then formerly, unleſſe they ſhew chemſelyes 
more friendly, and ſowe {ball have athizd union of the two kingdomes , an 
union in bondage : Bur pardon this digreſſhon, though I beout of the King 
dome, Iam not much out of the way. 

3- How can we be ſafe, unlefſe our Lawes be ſo by which we are preſer- 
yed, and how can that poſlibly be, unlefle there be ſome new power eſta- 
bliſhed,or the old power(if it be found only to have been deficientin reſpe&t 
of the perſons truſted) in new hands, how ſhall we be the better for our 
Lawes, were our Lawes better then they are, unlefle ſome exa& courſe be 
taken togiye us the benefit of them, and though it ſeemes an unreaſonable 
thing to nominate officers in the behalfe of him who hath commanded and 
countenanced che viola ion of Law, that doubtlefſe muſt be the leaſt ; and 
no man, no reaſonable man but ſees the caſe extraordinary : The Godof 
Heayen dire&to a better remedie then for ought I heare is intended. 

In the next place ler ir be conſidered, what is required to an honourable. 
Accommodation. 

Anhonourable Accommoedation muſt beſo in regard of God and of our 
ſelves. And here Icrave mercy from our over-forward Accommodators ; 
(I meane them from whomit is in vaine to crave juſtice and truth,) that I 
mention God, who ſure isnotin all their thoughts, they fear God in a wrong 
ſenſe, they fearcleſt he ſhouldrule among us; whom yer if we give occaſion 
to depart from us,which we ſhall do by unworthy termes, our defence is de- 

rtedfromus; whomif wenow forlzke he may juſtly caft us off for ever. 
An honourable Accommodation inreſpeRt of Godis a ſafe one in regard of 
our ſclyes, his honour is bound up with our happinefſe; were it poſſible 
to ſertle peace without truth, we ſhould yet be but what the French ſay of a 
beautifull harlot, A Paradiſe to the eye, but a Purgatory to the ſoule. 

Now inregard of God that Accommodation can be only honourable that 
may eſtabliſh his true Religion in puritie and plenty ; Such an one as may 
extirpate Popery & ſuperſticion, lay the grounds of a pious painfull Miniftry, 
andto that end caſt ont thoſe ſcandalous ſeditious perſons, who have now 
ſhewed themſelves as ill affeRed to the ſa: as formerly tothe Church, and 
if this adyantage againſt them of Rirring up the people to warce againſt the 
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Parliament be neleed, I know no way of ejeRing them, Such an one 2s 
may purge our doQtine, free it from ſuch expreſſions as Santta Clara, and 
the Arminians take advantage of, reforme our Diſcipline and make it more 
conducible tothe erd of all Diſcipline, the preſervation of a Church from 
corruption in Docrine and manners, Andlet it be weighed, whether that 
can be done without the ſupplanting thoſe plants which our heavenly fa- 
ther never planted,the Biſhops, which have hitherto brought forth the truits 
of prophanneſſe, ignorance, ſuperſtition, and from whom litle other can be 
expeGed: If you ſuggeſt, Put better men inthe places, Weanſwer, The pla- 
ces will makechem worſe: for ſoconfiantexperiencetels, The perſons were 
ever worſe by the office,the office neyer beter by the perſons. 

An Accommodation horourable in regard of God muſt be ſuch as may 
cleanſe the land from bloud, that innocent and precious bloud which cryes to 
be avenged by our Parliament,or upon it. 

That Accommodation which ſhould be honourable in regard of our 
ſelves , muſt be ſuch as might pur har pare of the Kingdome which have 
fiood up inthe defence of it, into ſuch a condition as to be free fromthe ioſuf- 
terable infolence and ſcorne, as they will alwayeslyc under, from cheir un- 
ſupprefſed enemies; bur that is the leaſt: Such an Accommodation ſhall 
we account honourable which may be fo in regard of the Parliament, ſuch 
as may retraQ the ſtrarge indigniriesoffered that ſupreme Coure, and vin- 
dicate their honour and power, and enable them to diſcharge that greac 
debt which they have undertaken tor, left publique faith be juſtly accounred 
apy then publique fczud, which is the higheſt diſhonour for ſohigh 
a Court. 

If it be here interpoſed, Where is your care forthe Kings honour in the 
Accommodation? I anſwer, Ichink it more neceſſary to the welfare ofthis 
Kingdome, that the honour of this ſupreme Court be kept unſtain'd then of 
any —_ perſon whatſoever, I could wiſh the members of it would 
thinke ſo too, and ayoide thoſe retreats which wiſe men have already 
ws in their proceedings, and will in a ſhort time appeare to cyery 

Hi Majeſtic hath fairer wayes out of his reall miſtakes then the Parlia- 
ment out of cheir ſuppoſed. He is though a great yer butone perſon, in whom 
anerrour is moretolerable; he is ſuppoſedtoaR according to the miſintor- 
mation of evill counſels about him, let them beare the blame and ſhame. It 
it be ſo ſtood upon,that his Majeflie feornes any ſuch evaſion, and as he hath 
already been perſwaded to doe, take ali upon himſelfe, why ſhould wee 
endanger our ſelves by a ſolicitude for the reparations of chat honour,which 
they, whom ic moR concernes,arcnot atall, 

Forthe Parliament ro doe what hath been required and itmay be, is ex- 
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peed; 1 had almoft(Gid whit ſome of themſelves are about to doe, were to 
make them ridiculous and vile in the eyesof diſcerning people, as the relin- 
quiſhiog their orders, retraRting their Declarations, deſerting their friends, 
For che King to doe what they have defired (though at another time jc 
would have been unreaſonably a>ked, and diſtionourably granted) is now 
both reaſonable and honowrable to a true judgement, if it bee honour in a 
Prince topromote by all poſſible meanes the happinefle ar d ſecurity of his 
people, ic were but to doethat of which there might be Examplesgiven in 
other caſes, where Princes have not thought it diſhonourable, becauſe they 
haye done it to give (atisfationto people, to retract caJumnies , to ſacrifice 
delinquents, or at lcaſt receive (hem as a gratuity, though not worth the 
oiving or taking, 

The next ard great Queſtion is, whether we are likely by a treaty to 
obtaine from his Majeſti- a reall grant of ſuch propoſitions as may ſtand 
with the ſafety of the Kingdome, the honour of God, of the Patliamert 
and Nation. 

And here the former particulars muſt be reſumed, Firſt, is it Ikely char 
during this urpreterded danger we ſhould obtain a ſettlement of the power 
of th: Kingdome,princip liy ofthe Ships, Forts and Armes in the hands of 
them who are knowne friends of publique ſafety or Liberty, raking it gran. 
ted that we could fiade chem. Here is a double doubt ro be made, firſt, whe- 
ther be wi'l; {:condly, whether hee, conſidered in his preſent condition,can 
coe &har may be for our ſecuritie ; His conſtant D:claration of himſelfe 
ſeemes toexpreſſe that he hath received ewo Principles againſt it, 

The one ſuggeſted by chem who ſee no way of ſecurity, or at leaſt of 
thriving but ina way of violence, who endevour to poſſefſe his Majefiie, 
that he cannot be ſafe inthe Armes of his Parliament and people, becauſe 
they cannot ; thatthere are inclinations to a defeCtion in his people, 2nd to. 
an innovation of Governmentevenin the greateſt poinrs of it in the Parlia- 
ment, or many conlicerable perſons in it, and thence inferre, that the:e isno 
way for his Majeſtic to keepe his priviledges, ror hisperſon and Crowne 
but by force of armes, znd there'o:e muſt have them placed in hands that his 
confidence fo contrary to ours may be putin. How farre ſuch ſuggeſtions 
have prevail'd with his MajeRie appeares by his lace anſwer to the Parlia- 
ments yaine repetition ofa Petition of returne,in which he ſaith,thatto come 
up and truſt them, were but tamely to lay downe his Crowne, which by 
force they ſaw they could not take from him. 1 do not know ef any ſuch 
inclinations in his people, but Iam ſure ſuch counſels and ſuch carriages are 
the way to beget them: He is further told, or needsno telling,that he parts 
with the Flowers of his Crowne, which it is not reaſonable, nay not lawful! 
for himco dog in regard of poſteritic. Bur. ſee here how indifferent theſe 
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men are a3 ke for one who wrote the late Anſwer to the Obſervations prin- 
ed by Command at O:xferd, 1: is lawfull, nay neceſſary for vs to inveſt his 
Ma3jeftie with whatright God hath given vs, a rigbt in our ſelves we ma 
part with, yet more of our liberty, and lawfully and prefitably make our 
{elves ſlaves, but it is not lawfuil for the King to part with an inch of Pre. 
rovative or abate a jot of power, thovgh forthat end for which al! his power 
was given him, his peoples good, and given him by us. He cannot doe it 
without wrong tO hisifſue : This will but give us occahon to diicufice how 
farre weare obliged by any a&ts or grayts of our anceſiours , givipg away 
their and our liberty, and detcrmine for our advantage, Doubtleſle his 
M ajefties thoughtsremainivg as they have of Jare appeared to be, it cannot 
Le expectcd that (had we the hearts to a:ke it, which ſome ſay unworthily 
begin to faile men, and make them faile their truſt) hee ſhould intruftt the 
power of the Kingdome in thoſe hands, whom we can only truſt, that 15fuch 
as inthis preſent bufinefle hay! ſhewed themiſclves fairhfull ro the Kingdom, 
The caſe of conftitutivg a power to ſee the Lawes duly executed, or 
z2tleaft of placing the preſent power in better hands is the like, Theſe coun- 
{ellours cell him there can be no new power but what is cut out of his, and 
the diſpoſing of the former power is hikewiſe his, that if it be not diſpoſed 
by him,or elſe under- hand by ſome body for him, it wi 1 be an inſvfferable 
d:mingtion of hts obſervanceand authority, And no wonder though many 
endeyour thus to poſſefe him, becauſe they looke to have this power placed 
in themſelves, co uſe it as they have done : His Majeſtie hath been alwayes 
obſerved to be too true to his owneends, and to the perſons promoting 
them, though other men who would yet be more confided in, have found 
a way toemploy men and deſerethem; fo that a reaſonable man who weighs 
perions andihingsmuſt conclude,thatthe King is not hikely to yeeid heartie 
ly tothe fectli: gofthat power, whereby he judges and rules, bur into ſuch 
hands that have given openteftimony, or doe give ſecret intimations and 
hopes cithe by their p omiles or their perſonsthat the power ſhall be uſed 
to.che-advance of prerogative and keeping the high wey, You ſay ſome 
body:mult be trulted, [faytruſt them that h2ve not deceivedrheir truſt ; you 
aske wherethey are tobe found ?I wiſh I ceuld anſwer it 3 As Lnther once 
call'd for the 46*" P/alwme, fo I for cherweltth, Helpe, Lord, for the godly 
man ceaſes, the faubfull faile from the children of men. Pur if our eyes were 
opened we might preity wellſee whomnotto truſt, neither with Lawes or 
Armes; thacis,tometall Cedar poſts, whoſe varniſh is now worne off, the 
wormes ſeen, the rottenneſle diſcovered,letnorrheſe be any longer accoun- 
ted or uſed as pillars of the Cominon. wealth :-Truſt not meothar are really 
needy,unlefic you be ſure they can make-n>berter bargaive; truſt nor men 
that by coverouſneſſe make themſelves needy, they will make a bargaine 
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for themſelyes and of you; truſt nor men that are knowne vitious and ſen= 
ſual'y corrupt, though forward affertors of Liberty, they are in danger to be 
given up by God,or to givethemlelyes up to aQtions every way diſhonoura.- 
ble, The ruth is, thzagh it ſound like a Paradox, where fzw canbe truſted 
more muſt: and ſeeing we find men very ſubjeR co be corrupted by honour 
and authority, eſpecially intheſe times where ſuch fnares are laid and ſuch 
baits propounded, lecthe Law and Rule be made as plain and certain as ma y 
be, the Officesof Rule and Judicature mutt be made more temporary and 
arbitrary in reſpeR of the people chen formerly. Though this will found 
harſhto men eyen accounted moderate, for 1 oblerve a generationthat are 
extremely ſer for Liberty only,that chemſeives may be licentious, and yery 
hot againſt arbicrary Government, till themſelves have or hope to haye a 
ſhare in it, as inthe Earle of Straffords caſe, whoſe Reps you ſee men of loud 
repute now beginning totrace,not thinking of his end, 

Ja the nexr place let be examined, whether it be like to obtain of his Ma- 
jeſtie in this conjunRure , the ſuppreſſion of that party Popiſh and other- 
wiſe Malignavt, in whoſe impunity it is impoſſible tor us to be ſate;Whether 
1 be miſtaken ler wiſe men judge, but to me the popiſh faRion, the promo- 
ters of an arbitrary government by force, for ſuch is that I feare, and the true 
patrons and lovers of truth and jult liberty are as rwo ſcales or buckets, if 
one be high the other muſt below z as it isagainlt piery,ſo is it beyond the 
reach of policy, ſo ro poyſe them eſpecially afrer ſuch ftirring the humours 
on both fides, as to keepe peace in this Kingdome, One muſt downe, it 
concernes us neerely ro ſee which: Firſt, ler us conſider, whether it is Iikely by 
our treaty lo to abate the number and power of Papilts, as that they ſhall 
not remaine continuall thornes in our fides, I is juſtly feared they have too 
deepe an intereſt, and another kind of reward is expeRtedby them and inten- 
ded to them for their forward and uſcfull ſervice at home aud abroad,all that 
they haye done in Irelend is not liketo prevaile ſo much to their diſcounce- 
nance as what they haye done againſt Scotland and Egland to their fayour, 

have been former —_— to be, and have now made good Squire 
Prieſts propheſie of the good Samaritane ; good ſubjeRs in the Kings ſenſe, 
though nocinthe kingdoms, Shallthey be diſcouraged, ſhall they be diſcar- 
ded,nolet the poyat of the ſword andtheir ſwords too be turned upon an- 
other ſort of men who have rebelliouſly armed themſelyes to ſave a Parlia- 
ment from afſaſſinationand a kingdome from ruine.Shall not the Queene be 
gratified wich the more free uſe of her religion,after thar abundant ſervice in 
Helland for the proviſion of men and armes againſt us, Ic requires doubtles 
a faith little ſhort ofpreſumprioa to beleeyethar ever by treaty the Popiſh 
party ſhall be weakened, faich may be kept with themchough they keepe 
none, 
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So for delinquents of the ſame kind, though another Religion, though we 
allow asmuch as can be allowed, that there be not a ftrit and punRuall pro 
ſecutionof all that have ſhewed themſelves enemies tothe State. Is it poſ- 
fible to obtaine ſo much of his Majeſties favour or juſtice as to have the 
heads or necksof ſome of them who have been moſt deſperate and aCtive in 
the embroyling this 4%, 60a in this civill warre, and the proportionable 
cenſure of the reft, It is doubted,nay it is deſpaired, whom we call enemies 
of the State, he calls friends and makes fayourices, and keepsthem in his bo- 
ſome, who by the warmth of his fayour are {o h:ighrned, that choſe whoſe 
care and paines haye been indefatigable for the preſervation of the King- 
dome from ruine both by ſea and land, are accounted the ſame to his Maje- 
tie as thoſe counſellors rous: where the Parliament thinks of puniſhmencs ot 
ſhould think,his Majeftie thinks of rewards,and ſo on the conerary. 

If you fay that all muſt be remitred,firſi the juſt and reaſonable expeRati- 
on and engagement of the Kingdome cannot be fo ſatisficd. Secondly, we fill 
keep within our boſome the fuell of a grearer fire, if poſſible, and more ready 
after theſe exaſperations to take fire upon all occaſions,8 will be moſt ready 
of all, when dried,as they arclike to be,by the Parliaments impunity and the 
Kings favour, 

3. We leaye our ſelyes to the ſcorne and infolencie of them whoſe pride 
and blaſphemy is notlike to top till it comes at, Where is now their God ? 
Which ific ſceme good to the diſpoſing hand of Heayen, let me rather dye 
then'ſee or ſuffer. 

If any here think or ſay, There is a great deale of reaſon his Majefiy ſhould 
grant what may be for the ſafety ofthe Kingdome, it is for his own ſafety : I 
anſwer my queſtion is concerning will,not concerning reaſon, We ate indeed 
cold by him that undertakes the anſwer to the Obſervator, that we muſt ſup- 
pofe that Prince out of his wits,either not come to them or paſtthem,a mad: 
man or a child chat will not do all for the ſafety and proſperity of his people, 
ja which he is ſafe and flouriſhes, We are told chis but find the contrary and 
haye found it ſo often, that itceaſes to be a wonder. 1t isnotimpoſſiblefor a 
man not out ofthis wits, neither though in that particular he hath not e 
right uſe of them to doe that which may tend to bis own ruine for want of 
forefight,if you be not in this reſolyed aske our reverend Prelates, 

Bur further,chough a Prince may be tender of the lives of his ſubjeRs, be 
cauſe he would have wany to rule over; yer it is a queſtion or a negative con= 
clufion; Whether he deſires to prefertheir lives, ſo as they may be worth the 
injoying with the adyantage oftheireftates and liberties, I is true, in right . 
reaſon this onght to be hisdeſire andendeyour, becauſe it is the honour of a 
Prince to be ruler of arich and free people ; but we many times finde that 
Princes repreſent their ſubjeAs to themalclyes in the ſame relation asthe land 
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tothe ſea, whar I can gaine out of it is mineo--ne 3 Every abatement of a 
priviledge inthem isan advancement of a prerogative in me, the emptying 
their purſes fils my Coffers, and ſo make the happinefle of the people and 
their owne, which ſhould be wrap'd up together, to bee two diſtin, ray 
rwo contrary things,asit is in France, and hath appeared to be in England 
in the midſt ofthat 14. yeares ſpoile made upon us. Judge now whether it be 
not poſſible upontheſe termes for a Prince to beſo farre from ſeeking the 
honour and ſafety of his people as to ſeeke their ruine as the foundation of 
hisrifing;and make a ſecond judgement, Whether we haye nor ſo repreſented 
ro his Majeſtic ; So that you ſee or may ſec there is abſolute neceſſicy, that a 
Pr nce ſhould alwayesſecke thetrne ſafety of his people wich the adyantages 
of wealth and liberty : But his gracious Maieftie will; we have no way to 
judge of mens wikard diſpoſiti>ns, but their former aRions ard preſect pre= 
paratiovs : it is too apparar:, he hath atleaſt pexgmitted things ro bee dot e 
V-ry much to the prejudice of his people, but we have promiſes for what we 
w.{h, We wiſh there were ro reaſonto d fhde. Its one extreme whappineſle 
thatthe word ofa King cannot rid usof all feares; What would you have 
further; that which wee pray Godfor; a hearty cloſe : Buc whac would 
you have his Majeſtic doe turcher f..r your fatisfaction?We would have kim 
doe,Prevent the propokiions with ſomeching that might really 2dvauce the 
g o0dofhis people, and abvicate 8)l choſe perfons and Countellours who 
have fomented this defirudive jealouſie, and given the advite for this un- 
h2ppy divifiov. I: muſt not bee wondered that people will'not be ſatisfied 
wich promiſes and prorefiatiovs, thathavelived vpor them while the y are 
a'\moſt Aarved ,and they evidently fee E7as's rovgh hand going alopg with 
{acob's (mooth voyce, 

And truly tor my part, as it is doubted whether he will, fo whether bee 
can, without a hardadyemtme yceldtorhings fo much for our adyartage,and 
for the diſadvar.tage of his great Guard, The devill is now got out of the 
Circleand playes Reakes,the guard is thriven to an A:my,two orthree, 1ts 
{ome doubt whether the power that raiſed the devill can lay him; 1bave 
heard it reported, and am ready tobelceve it, when Iconfider the diſpoſti- 
on of many wen about his Majeftie, that ſome ſhovid fay, as they had en- 
eaved themſelves, their friends and fortures in the quarreil, as warre could 
not be made without them, peace ſhould not. And there is one doubtiefle 
in whoſe brefi you may finde that indignation of /@no, Mene incepro de- 
ftStere ittam, &c, Sothat inthe makirg of peace it is feared there muſt be 
Articles made by them and for them, in w hoſe peace we can have no peace, 

Judge ye now ofthe likelyhood of a fate Accommodation, ſomething 
may be further added conceming the probabilitic of an honourable, 

tonourablein-xeſpeRofGod: What hopes is there that Popery ſhould 
be 
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beerooted up? May we not rather,in regardofthe ſervice done by the Pa- 
piſts, expe an intolerable toleration, But we have many engagements for 
the Proteſtant Protefſion, I mult heere ſeriouſly profeſle my doubt, that 
there is ſomeequivocation i1 that word Proteſtant ; that the ſenſe is takenas 
it hath been by ſome very large. You know how by the ſuperſiitious Pre- 
lates, the pillarsof the Kings proteſtant Religion, popery hath been reftraind, 
and proteſiancie muſt be accordingly enlarged, The Archbiſhop of Cantwy- 
bury profeſſed himſelf a direRt enemie to popery truly and properly fo call'd, 
which I beleeye heonly thoughtto bee the Popes Suprernacie, which hee 
could ſcarce ſpare him; tor all other points or molt, we know were prea- 
ched and printed with his Command or connivence. Now if the protefianc 
Religion be enlarged,according asthe popiſh is ſtraitned, a promiſe ro main- 
raine the proteſtant Religion is more then a man can wiſh, 

What hopes that ſuperſtition ſhould be aboliſhed, his Majeſtic expreſſed 
himſelfat Cambridge an approver ofall the ſuperſtitious drefſes and geflures 
there uſed, 

Ofthe purging our DoAtrine or reforming our Diſcipline what hopes ? 
We ſhall have a Synod, but who dares cometo it upon the Accommodati- 
on ? or whodares ſpeake freely ia it, after the Parliament by this Accom- 
modation, ſhall ſubmit to the King ; wonder not that Icountan Accommo» 
dation a ſubmiſſion; I beleeve the King (ons juſtly) accountsthe offer ofic 
a victory. How miſcrably will you find the indifferent Clergie warping to 
the prevailing party, the zealous abſent, and thatjuſly, for I have a great 
deale ofrcaſon to be confident, that ſcarce any confiderable man, who hath 
been engagedin this quarrell on the Parliament part, I make bold to call ir 
ſo,for I hope they will yet owne it, if he retaine his integritie,dares abidethe 
iflue ofa preſent Accommodation. 

For the maine thing tending to the honour of God and the Salyation of 
men, the eſtabliſbing ofa faithtull painfull Miniftty, how impoſflible is it by 
Accommodation. ay muſt be madefor chat great worke by diſplacing 
thoſe idle,ſcandalous, ſuperſtitious, ignorant perſons, who are funds noſtrs 
calamitas, But how this can be done by compoſition, I apprehend not,ifthis 
adyantage againtt them of ſtirring up the people to ſpoile and rapine were 
taken, it werea good likely meanes of rooting out them who had ſhuffled 
their cardsſo cunningly asto be out of the reach of Law in other reſpeRs, 
but if theſe men ſo aki either for Church or Common- wealth be deman- 
ded, 1 beleeve this black guard muſt not be parted with ; they may contend 
with the higheſt delinquents, nay Papiſts themſelves for point of Service in 
chis cauſe ; they have becnthe frogs comming out ofthe mouth of che beaſt, 
and the falſe prophet, (tirrivg up the people to battell, telling them that 
though they Gene themſelves, God will __ they (hall either live 
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Safnts or dye Martyrs: Theſe men muſt bee ſpared in regard of the ſervice 
they haye done, cannot be ſpared inregard of the ſeryice they may again doe 
upon the like occaſion : forlet any man obſerye and he ſhall finde, that thoſe 
places which have been thedensof ſuperRition, the dungeons of ignorance, 
chefinkes of prophanneſle in regard of ſcandalous Miniſters, have contributed 
the forwardeſt aſhtance inthis cauſe againſt the Parliament, Though I will 
not deny but ſome learned and ingenuous men ( whoſe principles haye yer 
beene below the power of godlineſſe) have upon gererall miſtakes and the 
ſwaying of particular ends engaged themſelves in this bufineſſe, though no 
ſo deep as others, 

And no doubt but the Prelates themſelyes will be ag1ine accommodated 
by this Accommodation,notwithſtanding the votes (cothem now ridiculous 
and call'd dotes) paſſed againſt them, for they ſay a Parliament ordiaance can 
recoile as well as a Convocation Canon, No doubr, I ſay, but they may re- 
oaine their power inthe Church,though it's 'ike the Lords houſe may never 
have need ofthem. 

Aad laſtly how canthe Land by this Accommodation be cleanſed from 
bloud,chat cry ing finne, which hath been contracted by this quarrel], if the 
Parliament hayc1ogaged men to ſhed innocent bloud, I ſee no reaſon but that 
they ſubmit, and anexpiation bemade; if on the contrary the Aztiparlia. 
mentary faion beare the guilr, why not the puniſhment ? As Iapprehend 
it, thechiefe end of this raking up Armes on their party was to bring De- 
linquents to puniſhment, if now they give up ontheſe termes, they hays 
made many Delmquents, puniſhed none, but rather given them a faire encou- 
xagemment to the bke offences by ſhewing them the worſt they can looke for 
from the juſtice of a Parlianzent, And truly this to me isa ſad conſideration 
which makesme belceye God will not proſper an Accommodation withour 
the execution of juſtice upon theſe bloud-thirty men, I read in the ſtory of 
Manaſſes, that though he afterward repented, which our enemies are farre 
from, yet wrath came upoa Judah and Jeruſalem, becauſe of the provoca- 


2 Xin.24.4.tions of Manaſſes, bur particularly for the innocent bloud which he fhed, 


whichthe Lord would not pardon, If the people, andeſpecially the Parlia- 
ment doe not theirutmoſt to waſhtheir hands, and cleanſe the Land from 
this innocent and precious bloud that hath been ſhed; I feare that bloud, 
which they take notcare to bee avenged by them, will bee ayenged upon 
them; which they will beleeve, when they ſee their Accommodation turned 
into an Aſſaſſination, which is no impoſſible buſiaefle, neither will it bee 
thought ſo upon a little recolleRion, Thedeligne muſt on, the authours are 
impatient of this rerrograde they have ſuffced theſe chree yeeres,they cannot 
inake uſe of fo much further patience as to worke by wiles and windi'gs, in 
all probabilitie che myſtery of iniquitic ſo workes, as that if they that have 
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letted will let they muſt be taken outofthe way, Pardon theſe melancho. 
lick thoughts, I doubr there are too many of my mind,and yet, ic may be,nor 
many enough, 

Bur ſayes my contident friend, when you ſee ſafe and honorable propoſi. 
tions ofterd and agreed upon, are not you gallantly deceived, I conteſle [ 
am, [ſha/lbe deceived if ſuch termes be offered; more if they be kept, 

But what will you lay when you ſce the King come to London,upon the 
motion ot che City, anda yeelding of the fairefttermes you can expe? Ican-. 
not tel. whattoſay, but I know what to think, Yet I may cell you whatthe 
Htalians ſay, They tear courtefies ſometimes more then injuries, and this jea» 
louſy is not alwayes folly. I would makeit a rule for my owne praQife, let 
other mealive by their ownerules; If my provoked piofcfſedenemie ſudden. 
ly and without grouvd become miraculouſly kind, and cloſe with me; I hall 
remember /oab and efmaſa. I aske pardon againe: My mclancholy is 
deepe. 

Ri conic my chovghts are theſe, firſt that upon thele confiderations 
it ſeemes to me improbable that ſafe and honorable termes if they be offered, 
{ſhould be granted and kept. 

Secondly,though men be weary of the preſent, and deſne to tumble into 
their former conditions; It ſeemes nor agreeable to the order of divine diſpen- 
ſation,that all this ſticre ſhauld bemade, this bloud ſhed, to produce acold 
Accommodation : Doubclefle the period of this buſineſle will be ſome great 

alceration,liberty or tyranny, Popery or true piety. 

Though men, greatmen and a great many ſometimes raiſe a great deale of 
duſt, and make a mighty buſſleand bring forth nothing but wind : Yer God 
who do:h nothing in yaine is not wont to lay ſuch foundations, and remper 
morter with bloud, to have the reft of the buijding daubed up with untem- 
pored morcer, Thete are many, though not propheſics , yet fad predictions 
which godly and wiſe men have found by prayer and obſeryztion, io be ful- 
fild uponus before we can looke for happinefſes though in Gods due time, 
and we hope ina there time he may bring light out of darknefle, and perieRt 
peace out ofthis trouble, Allthe ſufferivg almol hath fallen upon the houſe 
of God, judgemert commonly beginschere, bur me thinks ic ſhould ror end 
there ; If the greenetreebecut to bleeding, ſurethe dry ſhall becutrco buru- 
ing.We haye bee ſo long dandled in peace and ſenſuall pleaſures that we can 
endure to think of nothing elſe, but itis to be doubted we mult accounc ior 
what we haye enjoyed, for what we hayeabuled, before we be truſted with 
more, Theſe I ſay are my feares, though my hopes and prayers be, thatthe 
Lord would {ay coche deſtroying Angel, It is enough, I canand doe expoliue 


late, as once the Prophet , O chow ſword of the Lord, bow 1ong will it be ere 7, 


chow be quiet ? put wp thy ſelfe into thy ſcabberd, reſt and be ſtill, But my 
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mouth 15 ready to be Ropt wich the following verſe, How can it be quiet, ſee- 
ing the Lord hath given it a charge againſt England, &c. Let me not here be 
miſinterpreted {1 know Iſpeake to angry men) Ilay downe this as a bare 0« 
pinion, 1 make i: not a rulero my owne or others working, I pray for peace, 
labour for peace,adviſe for a good and ſeaſonable peace,though my thoughts 
miſpive in Point of ſuddaine event, Ler certaine rules and knowne grounds 
ſuch as theſe,(Folow peace with all men & holineſſe therfore love the truth & 
peace, If it be poſſible(now that is onely poſſible which is lawfull; How can 7 
doe this and ſine?) live peaceably with all mzu) be the guides of mine and 
othersa&tions,notwith(tanding ſuch,though not groundlefle,ſurmiſes, The 
world (cemes to be bigge with ſome great birth,the Lord haftenir in its time, 
alterations ſeeme to abide all Chriflendome, 1 pray God make ours for the 
better, I leave itnowto the world, or at leaſt to the licle world of pru. 
dent men, to judge what likelihood there is of a fafe and honorable Ac- 
commodation ſuch a one as may be builr _ the foundation of truth :- 
Peace without tcuchis no true peace, If che wiſedome which lyes againſtthe 
truth isearthly, ſenſuall, and divelliſh, whatſoever is done by or for us, God 
orant it may be done by that wiſdome which is from above,thar is firſt pure, 
chen peaceable,withour partialiry, without hypocrifie, And then the fruit of 
riohteouſnefſe will be ſowne in peace to them that make peace. 

But ſuppoſe (if ic be lawfull to be ſuppoſed) that the Parliament,through 
the abſence of many reſolved mev, now imployed in particular ſervices for 
ckeir owne Countries, out of an intolerable wearineſle of this preſent condi- 
rion,and feare ofthe eyent, agree to the makingup of an unſafe unſatisfying 
Accommodation, This would beget a queſtion, which 1hopel ſhall never 
have occafion to diſpute, whether in caſe che repreſentative body cannot, or 
will nor, diſcharge their truſt to the ſariſtaRion, not of fancy, but of reaſon 
in the people; they may reſume ( if ever yet they parted with a power to 
their manifeſt undoing) and uſe their power fo farre as conduces to their 
fafety; And ifthis doubt cannot be reſolved to the adyantage ofthe people 
but be found either unlawfull or otherwiſe impoſſible. I know but two waies 
more berwixt which the choiſe is very hard, hangorflye, Asfor hanging I 
ſhould not much like ir, though it were ina blue ribband, bur for flying you 
will fay the way is open, I would it were as I could wiſh it, it ever 
God bring us to (uch a trait; But in the meane time, if honeſt and engaged 
men be ſo farre deſerted,as to beconſirained to flight, it will be full of diſho- 
nour and danger; Diſhonour to them by whom they haye been ſo engaged 
and employed, and dangertothe Nation, which by their abſence will bethe 
moreexpoſedto an inrode of ſuperſtition and tyranny. It may be there are 
ſome thar will be ready to faya faire riddance, they are the troublers of If- 
xacl who are-thus full of jealouſies, as to runne away from the —_— of 
new 
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their ownedreames; but there will be others,as wiſe asthey of another mind, 
who know that the Puritans though they bethought a little fatious and 
troubleſome in the Church, yet they are good Common-wealths men, reſo- 
lute afferters of publique liberty, that will pay roundly, and fight roo,ifneed 
be,and cannot well be ſpared. Anderuly as there is a great deale of unſatery 
ig it in reaſon, ſo doubtleſle ic would give God an advantage againſt the Na= 
tion and make him proceed without avy ſuch demurre, as, How ſhall [ give 
thee np,O Ephraim? O England, 

Bur one thing further : Alchough an Accommodation may be probable, 
yet 1 meet wich many who hold a ftrong conyeniencie, ifnot an abſvlute ne- 
ceſſicie of ſending propoſitions , in whoſe deniall may be adyantage, Bur 
itis in yaine for me to _ that which the Parliament haye determin'd; I 
onely wiſh the ſendingot them may doe as much good, as the delay in fra- 
ming of them hath done harme, It is expeCted the nor grantiog of them, 
ſhould briag off ſome ofthe Kings party; 1am ſure the makirg them at this 
time hath loſt ſome ofthe Parliaments, it hath divided the Cuy, the Par- 
liament, the Kingdome, almoſt ſtarved the Army, and brought things co 
confufion, For when people conceive the Parliamenc regide fromtheir prin« 
ciples and votes, whereby they have formerly declared themſelves in an in- 
capacity of treating, and give litle lefle chen an implicite conſent to an accu- 
ſation of rreaſon agaialt cheir inftruments they begin to withdraw their hearts 
and hands,not knowing how low they meane to goe themſelyes,or bring 
their friends, It were therefore to be wiſhed, that preparations for warre 
and peace were carried on with an equall hand, that the enemies of the Par- 
liament had not ſo much encouragement, nor their friends ſo much diſcour- 
ragement; For let us be afſured,if the Parliamentgivethem, whom they called 
maligoants,cquall intereſt in them with cheir friends,frieads will be harder to 
finde theneyer they were, and furcheſt off when there is moſi need of them, 
And what a lamentable thing a Parliament is without the people, in all juſt 
caſesto ſtick to them, if you know not,remember che fourth of 1anvary,the 
uu Army by land and Navy by Sea, the pikes and proteftations , that 

aye been mentioned with a jeering indignation, But 1 my ſeriouſly aske 
pardon for making that my worke, which is the work of wiſer men, I am 
leadto a diſcourſe I hope beyond exception, which will be a juſt inference 
from that which hath been ſaid concerning Accommodation, 

We all know that force and arms muſt now do that which faith and truth 
beforethis Iron Age were wontto doe, and whether we treat or not, it is of 
abſolute necefſitie that there be an army till the King ſce fir to diſcharge his 
guard; Ifthis army be diffoly'd heis Ca Trae where to have 
- another; If we have none, we (hal neyerneedto think ofmaking propofitions 
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fore to Indifferent men to judge, whether it be not firthar this perſent Army 
raifed bythe Parliamerand maintained by the Ciryand Ki:gdome, may nox 
in juiceexpe@ countevance and maintenance from them, by whom, and 
for whom, they have been employed and evgazed, For the firſt which is 
c>unten2nce thry ſtand not ſo much upon,orly as it isa part of their repy- 
ration, bur the latter is the maine . 

I fndeeven amorg the Parliament men, many who have corceiv'd and 
expreſſed, I thinke unjuRt Iam ſure unpolitike jcalouſies of the army,which 
have fo farre wrought upon many confiderable men in ir, that in caſe the like 
neceſſity againe returne, I very much feare, whether they would not rather 
fly to ſave their owne lives then Rand to fight for them who ſo requite them. 
Icis a firavge and unhappy turne, that where the lafety not long fince was, 
(and to a rightjudgemenc now is)) there the danger ſhould be, Cannot we 
bee content to be jealous of our enemies ? But ir is not to be wondred ar, 
when the people who have beentheir immediate fatety find the like meaſu e 
from ſome of chem, who begia now to ſuſpeR, that they have been tor. 
ward for their ſuppiyes and defence,only, that chey might make uſe ofthem 
ro doe ſome {irange thing, and be midwivesto ſome Chimera, which yerno 
body knowes what to make of, I gueſle at ſuch thoughts by ſome expreſſ}. 
ons ] have heard from them, who ſay they doubt the people aime at ſome 
great snfandum, ſomething to big for their mouthes though not for their 
hearts, which they are ſo horribly »ffcaid of being ſerviceable to, that they 
many times doubt whether themſclyes ſhould doe their owne dury, becauſe 
they ſuſpeR other men forget theirs, Nor confideriog that this is the way to 
beget a counter-jealouſic which may undoeall,but the Parliament firf, 

There are ſome men, it may be, that will not ſpeake what they would 
have,itisaslikely that they will never atreropt ic, mens wiſhes may be mo- 
deſt enough, all things copfidered,and yer not eahily cxprefled. The Parlia- 
ment finde itan extreme hard thing to {ay what themſelves would have , 
they areas men walking among Qu2gmires, know not where to faſten a 
foot, No wender chough the poore people whoſe thoughts are all ſwallow. 
ed up in dangerand difiraRtion cannot fay what they would have for their 
owne ſafety, 

But for the matter of the Army, this Treaty isnot like to be of ſo fpeedy 
difpatch, if ſafely carried , but it will adm, nay urge a conhideration of 
maintaining the Army, and firdicg wut a ſercled way of maintenance, The 
Kingdomchath hicherto ſupplyed the Army as the King ſupplyed himſelfe 
before the Parliament by loanes and bargaines, and a contribution liable 
ro two-great miſchiefes,trouble and uncertainty, it were good ſome conſtant 
counſe were undertaken,that we might berid of ourtrares, and the hopes of 
our enemies a litcle daſh'd,who flatter theraſelyes with che failing ofonr trea- 
Ir lure, 


ſure, keowing we have not the Conſcience to liveas they doe, And to this 
purpoſe anexcize,a weekly afſefſement or voluntary contribution muſt bee 
thought on, Asit isno contermptible ſumme that is paid upon a voluntary 
monethly contribution,ſo it might be made more conſiderable, if men were 
by ſome meanes or other brought to a levyell: for it is the uneyenefſe of 
the grounds men are upon that makes them fiumble at this way of ſupply; 
they fay and ſay juſtly, chat unlefle the difatfeRed party be reduced to ſome 
proportionable terrnes, they ſhall goe on ro impoveriſh them{clyes, and 
make themſelyes the objeRts of the ſcorne and inſolencie of their enemies, 
and the pity of their friends. Here therefore let it be conſidered(vay let it bee 
no longer confidered, [n re tam 5nft; non eſt deliberandam) whether with all 
diligence ( Thad almoſtfaid with all violence,) the Ordinance for afleſſing 
the Non-contributors be nor to be put in execution : I am aſhamed ofthe 
excuſes made in this particular, ſome that are employed prerendthey are af- 
fraid of theill will of theirill neighbours. But what equitie is there in this 
proceeding, it isa continuall quarrell (ad ravim »ſg,) in the City, that the 
Army marchesnot againſt breftworkes, batteries, and the month of the Ord- 
vence, when themſelves doe nor, and pretend darenor, with the adyantage 
of an Ordinauce of Parliament, adventure uponthe open month of 4 malig- 
#ant upon the hopes of our ruine, mernred againſt them. 

But it may be ſome teare their hands morethen their thoughts or tongues, 
That is hard, thatthe power of Parliament and A:litia in the hands of men 
well. affeRed to the Parliament ſhould lesve grounds of terrour in the minds 
ofthe Cicre, let them aſſure themſelves that teare this feare, that they ſhall 
never haye lefſe reaſon to be afraid chen now they have, andif they letthem 
goe on at this rate, the thing that they feare will come upon them z our diffi= 
denceistheir itetgth ; We have fo uſed them hitherto, chat they can bee 
more merry in a priſon then we in our freeſt meetings. Anditis ro mee a fad 
chought (which the mention of a priſon hath brought to my minde)that our 
priſoners, men of repute, piety,and valour ſhould be ſo unworthily uſed by 
our adverſaries; and we inthe mcane time ſuffer theirs to enjoy not only un- 
neceſſary but unlawfull contents, witnefle the p'enty of wine, and the reſort 
of women (where there b: Cats,there muſt be Vermine) at Lambeth houſe, 
How juſt were it that we bad ewentie or thirtie of the Chicfe of them, ſome 
of the ſou'diers, ſome of the Citizens, ſent to Windſor Caſtle or ſome other 
place, where they might acthe beſt fare bur like ſouldiers,or otherwiſe accor- 
ding to intelligence, Letthe Parliament bee affured, that if they give up on 
theſe termes,they will leave an everlaſting diſcouragement upon their friends 
and not know where toftnd men to ſticke tothem ( for themſelyes ſee how 
they are abuſed by the petitioners for peace, whoſe ſenſe is fully enough ex- 
preſſed i the libellous complaint tothe Commons) when they (ball me 
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need, which Iain confident through the refilefle deſignes of them who lye 
at the bortome of this buſineſle, they will quickly have. 

But it will be here objeRed, the Army give continuall diſadyantage to 
their owne maintenance and encouragement. by the ill managing the aftaires 
eommitred to their truſt, 

Tothis I anſwer, Firſt, that I would not be taken for the generall Adyo- 
cate ofthe Army; doubtlefle there are faults perſonall and reall, more then ] 
know,more then can be exculcd : Butfirlt chere have been many thiogs ſaid 
28ain(tthe Army that never were,or could be proved;an{ further the Army 
15 prejudiced by the expeRation of things impoſſible, When the people are 
unchangeable,and the Parliament intallible,the Army ſhall be unblameable.: 
It isexpeRed by the Parliament ard Citie thatthe Officers ſhould be all ho= 
neſt and faithfull; what anunreaſonablerhingis this, will you expeR rthac 
in a Camp, that you fiod not in a Court ? no not in the two great Courts of 
the Kingdome and City,the Councell ofrhe Commons, and the Common. 
Councell. And to make good my title and ſpeake Plaine Eng, The Par- 
liament and City have ſhared in the power of the Army, it is good reaſon 
likewiſethey ſhould ſhare in the blame: They have recommended man 
of the Officers they finde fault wich, whatſoever other men are; I can aſſure 
they are not all Saints that they haye px intothe Calendar, For the conſe-. 
quent of corrupt Officers, which is falſe Muſters, it isa great and a juſt quare 
xell which all honeſt men deſire to remove the ground of. But firſt ler it bee 
conſidered, that ic is the commonlot ofallthe Armies of Chriſtendome, the 
Prince of Orange makes theſame complaint, to which purpoſe I could tell 
you a ſtory, but chat 1 am refoly'd againſt cediouſnefſe. The noble and yito. 
rious King of Sweden did by his yery great diligence provide againſt it as 
much as was poſſible, But in ſtead of quarrelling , let us atrempt, a not im- 
poſſible, redrefſe, Let the Patliament or Citie, if they can in this wicked 
world find ſome Roicall men, that deſpiſe money— Quos dignos ſpetatu ar. 
bitremur, appoint pay-maſtersto every Regiment from whom the Officers 
and Souldiers ſhould receivetheir pay : let them attend conſtantly, and pay 
two orthree times a weeke at an «6g place ia the quarter with the 
forfeiture of pay upon an unlawfull abſeace. The honeft Officers would hear- 
tily embrace this motion, and be glad to be free from the continuall trouble 
they now endure from their importunateretinue, as for Knayesthey will not 

ſpeake agaialt ir, leaft chey ſhew themſelves ſo. Itbeing alwayes reſeryed, 
that honeſt men upon better reaſon may ſpeak againſt this motion,to which 
I ſubmit. This would be a way to ſaye money, to keepe the ſouldiers toge=- 
ther ; only let care be taken that the men to whom this cruſt is committed 
be of good repute, and able ſometimes ata pinch to disburſe ſome money to 
the common Souldiers, But Ilepye this inthe midſt, 

Another 


Another great quarrel] is, bur the moſt unjuſt, that they march not, that they axe nec 
ative, The Souldiers hands indeed go nor ſo falt as other mens tongues, Action is noe 
lo quick as thowght, eſpecially thoughts wing'd with earneſt deſires, Defiderio etiam 
celeritas in mora ef, Are there nor continuall parties out, andthat with no contempti- 
ble ſucceſſe,according to which if men glorified God, and were thankfall,they would 
not be ſo vain their imaginations: Let them look upon other Artnies in forraiga Na- 
tions; uponthe Kings Army, whom it concernsto be active, itthey had opportunity + 
To aflault Reading, nay to gaine ir, wouid not countervaile the hazard nd Icfl, 
It is likely they won'd attempt Oxford, though againſt reaſon, it che Parliamenc 
and City will undertake for their own (ecuritic in the snterim, and make good the ne- 
ccilary damageof a winter ſiege, Oh how eajiea thing is icto give a hard cenſure, co 
fare well and lye warm, andco condemne poore (ouldiers, tolye in winteretrenchesat 
che mercy of wer ani coid. Sure there are inapy men that think it as cafic a marterto 
win a Towne, though tortihied, as to make a breachin the wals of a Chriſtmas Pic. 
But as I undertook not an ablolute jultitcarion 11 the other complaints, fo neither doe 
L is this, but doubt not bur they may receive ſatisfaRion from them whoſe experience 
makes themable roiay morethen I can; bur of iate che complaint hath bin recipro= 
call:The ſouldiers would not act tor wanr of pay, the people would not pay for want 
of aQtion, Thebeli way 1sro mend both together, 

In fine, let us be weil aſſured that whoſoever ſuffers his diſcontent againſt the Army 
co grow upto reverge,means inthe ifluc to ſinke himſelf, And whereasit is ſaid that 
the putting the Ariny into an expectetion of conflant ſupply would make chem un=- 
willing ever to di-ban9d,how void of reaſon is this exception? whereas in the hands of 
the Parliament and Citic are thoſe nerves and hgaments which hold the Army. troge= 
ther, which they may ſhrinke or cut as they ſee cauſe, Burt from the neceſflicie ot an 
Army I pafle to the conveniencie if not necethitie of an Aﬀociation. 

And how could I now wilhthat iny pen could drop ſpirit and vigour into the hearts 
of my plannet-ttricken Country-men., Or rather that he who formeth the ſpirit of 
man within him, aud taſhionech che hearts of the children of men, would give them {o 
much of his own ſpirit, which is a Spirit of truth and aRion. as to make them valiant 
for thetruth once commirred co them, How fad a thing is it ro ſee what a French tin- 
Aure our Engliſh Nation hath gotten, as if there were a bridge made from Cats to 
Dover. What an apiſhdiſpohtion hath poilefied our Gentry, what au aiipine diſpoli- 
tion our Commonalty, which if nottimely ſhaken of will make way for the worſt of 
France to be ruled by horſes in ſtead of men, which isa thing I have long feared, 

Heare,O people, Corfider that youare confiderable or might be, it good counſell 
would be taken, Do nor you ſee how you are courted by the King, what care the Par- 
liameot take for your (atiſtaRion ? Sure you are not ſo contewprtible a thing as ſome 
would make you ; your right is much, and your power nolefle, if you would know 
the one and ule the other, I am ſenſible how offenſive this diſcourſe is like ro be, bur 
ir never was my intention (had it din poſſible) co pleaſe all men, Bur ler me nor ber 
miſtaken, I am tarre fromthe Monſter of a Democracy, that which 1call rothe peopic 


for, 


for, is but a quick and regular motion in their own ſpi12re,to do that which the Parlia - 
ment hath ſometimes call'd upon them tor, to contribute their beft helps to two great 
works, ofmercy and juſtice; Mercy to the Kingdome ia irs preſeryation, [aſtice to its 
Enemies intheir deſtruAion, Suppoſe chey hit not upon the ſame meanes,bur,through 
the narrownefic of their precepr, which can ſcarcely be extended to all circumſtances 
and opportunities, be conſtrained to out-run a command, their faithfull proſecution of 
theend defign'd them, which is the fatery and preſervation of the Kingdome,and in it 
their owne, may juſtly excuſe them, it not commead chem; As by the yotes of accep- 
rable ſervice may appeare. 

And here 1 confetle my lelfe ata ftand, I k10w not whatremedy to preſcribe to this 
Lethargy, the things char one would have thought ſhould have quickned the people 
have ftupified them; Ifthe dint of the ſword, the noiſe of the Canoa direRed and dil. 
charged againſt themlelyes, their lawes and !1bercies, their wives and children, cannot 
awakenthem, I know not what will; uvicfie ic be the thunderof ſometertible judg 2- 
ment from heaven that will atonce awak* them, and lay them downeto a perpetua/l 
ſleep. How m_—_— are mens eyes dimmed and hearts deaded;Not aboye a year fince 
upon chenoi{e of bringing up an Army to put the Parliament in wardſhip,upon the ac. 
tempt of an illegall ſcilure upon fome of their members, what a high and yer juſt tide 
were men flowen to, Q»axtum mutatne ab illo » Heftore? —— We now (ee thac 
done with open face which was chen (tudiouſly concealed, a mighty Guard aRually 
raiſed, brought up as neer the Parliam-nt as feare would ſuffer them : for norwith- 
ſtanding that ihort Covering ofthe Brainford baſfineſfe, ro knowing men it is nndoub- 
ted, thar che defigne was upon the Parliament and Citie, where it God had not mer- 
cifully and miraculouſly prevented, after their Sabbaths dayes plunder of Londox(thcir 
uſuall SanRification)N range ARts might upon Munday morning have been made at 
Weft minſter,when terror had ſeized uponthe good, and confidence,if not impudence, 
poſlefled the evili,, We now {ec in ftead of thoſe 6. ar leaſt 26 accuſed of treaſon for 
the ſame cauſe that they were, that is, bzing forward and ative for the preſervation 
of the Kingdome from the Kings Guard. \t is the ſame ſeaſon of the yeare,a mare un- 
queſtionable cauſe, where are your pikes and procefiarions? your courage and reſo. 
iurions 2 Do you conceive your danger in>re, yourenemies more formidable, ſhoyld 
not your valourencreaſe wich your danger,if it were fo, when the cauſe remaines the 
ſame ? Batlook ſeriouſly about you, you will not want encouragement, Look Weft or 
Narth, or South, to Suſſex, Devonſdire,to Lancaſpire and Yorkeſtire ; but eſpecially 
look above you to heaven ic (elf, you can want no arguments to ftirre you up in this 
ſervice; letno man be diſmayed by the dreame of impoſſibility. Do you ſay that life is 
ſweer? is not Religion ? is not Liberty o likewiſe ? rhey ſhould be as delightſome as 
they are wholeſome : Summunm crede nefas animam preferre pudors 

Et propter vitam vivendi perdere canſas. 


I am aſhamedthat any man that underſtands theſe lines ſhould nor ſo far under- 
Rand himſelf, as to count all things lofſe and dung, to gain the price that isnow in his 
hand, and let him be aſhamed too, with a ſhame that puts on ro amendment. 


We 


We havelong pretended a zeale againſt idolatry, while in the mean time 
we arc all become one idoll, We have eyes and ſce not,&-, We have eyes and 
ſeenotan Army of papiſts,not only with permiſſhonallowed couſeth:ic own 
religion, but with commiſſion appointed (in event):o deftroy ours ; we have 
caresand heare not the continual b'aſphemics again{t our God,the reproches 
and {landers againft our Parliament; Itcannotindeed be ſaid we have mouths 
and ſpeak nor: for they that do leaſt commonly {peake moi}, Bur Iam ſure 1 
may {ay, feet have we: and march not, hands have we and handle not the 
{word and (ſhield, We talke of want ofarmes, its want of hearts; hid we no 
Smith in England, as once ia [{racl,ifm2o ha4had their true Engliſh prote« 
ſtant ſpirits,aad well cimed their attempts, their enemies had beene meat to 
them,though many of them (as they that viewed the carcafles at Kinton ſay) 
rocten mear, Bur [ am weary of complaint, let me curne roadvice, Befides 
thoſe foggy miſts of ignorance and mifiatormacion that haye at once blinded 
mens eyes,and du'l'd their ſpirits, the great diladvantage of this greatbody 
of the people which I now ſpeake to, from doing great things, hath been the 
diſunion ofthem, many twizs haye been broken which if bound up together 
would have made a rod forthe ſeyece correction, it nor deſtruction, of their 
Enemies, 

Lec it therefore be conſidered, whether an Aſſociation well and warily 
laid may not be a grear adyantage for che recolleion of theſe looſe and di- 
ſtrated ſpirits, which unitzd might be (© ſerviceable. Aa Ailociarion I ſay 
well and firmely laid; An Affociation not ſubje& co Equivocation, an Afſo- 
ciation more particular then the Proteſtacion, which lixe the ner inthe Go- 
{pel brought up fiſhes good and bad, and Rones as well as fiſhes. 

And here let the children ofthis generation(for I hope they ſhall never ſee 
thenexc) the Biſhops, be takeninto example tor the manner though nor the 
matter of che act, When they went ro contrive an Oath they did it to che 
purpole, a fifring, diltinguiſhing oath that ſhould have ſcarcely left an hone(? 
minifterin the Kingdome, Therefore | ſay letthis Aſſociation be wiſely laid 
{o as to give us to know our friends from our enemies, yet not fo ſtrictly as co 
engage to things impoſſible or too many, but ſomerhiog co this purpoſe. 
Tothemaimenance of oureftabliſh'd Religion and law with all poſſible im- 
provement, to: maimenanceofthis army (raiſed und-r the conduct ofthe 
truly noble and valiant Earle of Eſſex Captaine General!) by purſe and pers 
(03 againſt the oppoſite faRion, and to briag delinquents ſo vored, by rhe 
(once ſacred) votes and confent of Parliament to condigne puniſhmears. Bur 
lamnow beyo'd my owne line, I know there hath bin _paines caken in this 
bufineſſe, &che ipeculation of it hath been more fully Rudied by others,then 
my defire of practiſe will for the preſent allow ms co do. This buſinefle as it 
mult be well laid, ſo warily andreligiouſly cnired into, There is a great deale 
of davger in pzomillary oathes,I wovi:! have no man loſe his foul to cv" a 
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Kingdome, which he that knows wellthe price of ſoules , having paid for ſo 
many, prefers to a whole world. This Aſſociation eſpecially in the Eafterne 
and Southerne parts ofthe Kingdomethat enjoy the benefit of the now raifd 
Army,inall reaſon muſt be tora contribution to the maintainance of ir. To 
agree for the preſeryation of their own counties by their native power , had 
been ſufficient (it may be)betore an oppoſite army raiſed; but ic wil! be now 
found moſt concerningly neceſſary to looke at the preſent army raiſed inthe 
defence of che Kingdome asthe beft groundworke of ſafety, and I doubtnor 
butthey will ſo approve themfelyes when the ſpring of ation comes, Thete 
areageneration of men too fruitfull, who though che Arke and Iſrael lye in 
rents, yetthey muſt goin and ear and drink,andlic with their wives,of whom 
good uſe may yet be made, letthem pay for an indulgence for this their in- 
dulgency, theſe are well-woulders to the Parliamert and Kingdome, let the 
impediments of their aRion, their wives and children, be content co purchaſe 
the preſence of rheir husbands and parents, wich the want of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments which in theſe times may be well ſpared, and by chis mcanes I 
doubt a ſurnme too conſiderable may be raiſed. 

The benefit offuch an Aſſociation would be doubilefſe great; It would 
concenter and determine the looſe and languiſhing affeQtions of men and pro- 
pound them particular marke of action. It would be a good ſecond firing 
in caſe the Parliament ſhould unhappily miſcarry, whereas otherwiſe we 
ſhould be found as ſheepe ſcattered, a ft pray tor the Folves of theſe times, 
Much more mightbe ſaid to this purpoſe, bur alictle done, were better then a 
vreat deale ſaid, Letrherefore rhoughts and words put on ation, the love 
of Chriſt prevaile as much in Proteſtants for a cofederacy,as the zeale for Ar- 
tichrift hath done in Papiſts for a ({ anſpiracy, When Theeves and murthe- 
rers ſay,Let us all haye one purſe, let us lay wait for bloud; doth it not con. 
cernetrue men, men of truth ro-ſay,Let us bave one heart, Ictus go out (as ir 
was {aid of the children of IſraclYas one man againſt them; Let us therefore 
ly aſideourparticular interefts, and embarque our ſelves in this common 
caufe of Religion, law and liberty, all the paines we otherwiſe take js bur 
building without a forndation. lt is ia vaine for an honeſt man tothinke of 
proſperity or ſecurity in this Nation, butin the ſuccefle of this preſent buſi- 
nefle; Irs true there are great unayoidable Cifiiculties propound cthemſelyes 
on every (ade, bur let us dge our duty and wait on God, ever the God of our 
Jaluation,who may anſwe? us by terrible things in his righteonſneſſe which we 
lcokd not for, God hath put us to many alofic that we wight have opportu« 
nity of ſeeking and finding him. Hi way 4 #n-the ſea,and his pathes inthe preat 
waters, his footſteps are not knowne, Tet he led and will till lead on his people 
rowarda land lowing with mitke and honey, the fincere milke of truth, the 
{weet honey of peace, FINIS, 

Wharſocver errors' have eſcaped the Aurhour or Printer, as the commiſſion of them 
-caks a man, fo let the pardon thew a good man. I meant Plane Engliſh, its like he 
mGANt Orv Feniam pi0 laude 
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